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What is Play Connections?
Family Service of Morris County, a nonprofit social service agency helping families in Morristown since 1813, is pleased to present a new program, Play Connections, bringing together local businesses and child care centers to help children play with reusable materials.  This project is generously funded by the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation.

Since Family Service works closely with the Morristown child care centers through our STEP-by-Step program, the agency will serve as the conduit between the child care centers and the local businesses.  Family Service will facilitate collections of reusable discards from town businesses and disburse them to the child care centers.  Family Service education staff will train the child care staff to use the materials in play with the children at the centers.  The Family Service social workers will take these materials into the homes and teach the families to use them in playing together with their children.
Why Play?

“Play is a fundamental need, just like air, water, and the five food groups,” says Richard Tait in Parade Magazine, July 30, 2006.  Many children have lost the joy of creative play, which is a critical part of their childhood.  Play Connections will bring back the freedom of play by harnessing reusable materials from local business partners.  The program will create sustainability in the town, as well as in the family and community.

How Morristown Businesses Can Help Children and Play Connections
Morristown businesses can help by donating reusable discards like the following:


Adhesives/Tapes


Ceramics


Fabrics


Felt




Foam



Wallpaper


Carpet Samples


Formica Samples

Leather


Posters



Packaging Materials

Paper


Pens/Pencils/Markers


Ribbons


Braiding


Vinyl




Wood



Yarn


String




Thread



Tubes

Benefits to Your Business 
· Bringing back the joy of play for a child and family

· Helping children learn to grow through creative play

· Connecting with child care centers in town helping children and families

· Networking with other businesses who care about Morristown
· Promoting your business with the participating children and families

· Reducing the use of landfills by recycling your discarded materials

· Disposing of your discards at no cost to your business

· Receiving a tax deduction from Family Service for your donation

Businesses Currently Involved:


Century 21, Glassworks, Alphagraphics, Marty’s Reliable Cycles, Olympia Power Company
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For more information or to become involved, contact Family Service Play Connections Coordinator,
 (973) 538-5260 or by email at lgorin@fsmc.org / Underwritten by Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
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